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Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme for drinks cans and bottles goes live on 
16 August 2023. It will be a major milestone in Scotland’s recycling journey.

Deposit return schemes operate in many countries where they help tackle climate 
change and reduce litter. Scotland’s scheme has been designed to meet our 
unique needs, tackle our throwaway culture and help protect our environment for 
generations to come. 

Overview of the scheme
Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme has been designed to make it easy for us all to 
do the right thing. People pay a 20p deposit when they buy a drink in a single-use 
container and get it back when returning the empty bottle or can to a return point 
such as a shop or takeaway, or when it is picked up by an online retailer. Single-
use containers between 50 millilitres and 3 litres in size (inclusive) made from the 
following materials will be included: PET plastic, aluminium, steel, and glass.

The scheme will be a key part of Scotland’s future recycling system. It’s an 
example of extended producer responsibility (EPR), which places responsibility 
on drinks producers to collect and recycle the packaging their products come 
in. Circularity Scotland Limited were approved as the scheme administrator in 
March 2021. They are an industry-led, privately-owned body. The scheme will be 
regulated by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).

Retailers will also play a significant role. They will charge a 20p deposit on bottles 
and cans and act as return points, by taking back empty drinks containers either 
over the counter, or via a reverse vending machine (RVM). Retailers selling online 
will be required to offer a collection service from the customer’s home. Hospitality 
businesses, like restaurants, bars, cafes and hotels, will have different obligations 
depending on whether they sell drinks to take away or sell drinks to be consumed 
on-site only.

There will be tens of thousands of return points across Scotland. All locations that 
run a return point will get a handling fee which will cover the costs to the business 
of operating a return point.

By 2025, the scheme will capture 90% of all cans and bottles included in the 
scheme for recycling and provide a whole host of benefits to Scotland.

We expect the scheme to provide nearly 2 billion drinks containers a year for 
recycling, cut litter by a third and contribute to tackling the climate emergency by 
reducing emissions by almost 4 million tonnes of CO2eq (carbon dioxide equivalent) 
over 25 years or, on average,160,000 tonnes of CO2eq every year.

More information on deposit return
For more information, including a comprehensive list of FAQs and detailed sector 
specific information visit depositreturn.scot.

Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme

May 2020 MSPs voted for the scheme to become law
January 2021 Retailers can apply for exemptions; applications open for voluntary return points
March 2021   Circularity Scotland Limited were approved as the scheme administrator
December 2022  Registration with Circularity Scotland Limited opens for Return Point Operators
January 2023 Producers can register directly with SEPA or through Circularity Scotland Limited
August 2023 The scheme goes live for everyone

Timetable   Key dates

https://depositreturnscheme.zerowastescotland.org.uk
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What you need to know
Deposit return is an example of extended producer responsibility, which 
requires producers to be responsible for the packaging (the drinks cans 
and bottles) that their products are sold in. 

In Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme, a producer is a drinks brand owner 
or importer into the UK market. In the case of products first sold in the 
UK online, the operator of the website through which the product is sold is 
treated as the importer.

All drinks producers and importers, regardless of size, which sell onto 
the Scottish market must take responsibility for the collection of their 
packaging. 

What are my new legal obligations?
Under the new regulations you will need to:
• Register with SEPA by 1st March each year for your containers to be sold 

in Scotland. SEPA will hold a list of registered producers. You can do this 
directly or through a scheme administrator. Circularity Scotland Limited 
is the only body approved as scheme administrator by the Scottish 
Government. As a small producer, if your business falls below the VAT 
threshold (a taxable turnover of £85,000 or less) in the previous financial 

year then no annual fee to register with SEPA will apply.
• Ensure you include a deposit in the sale price of products sold in scheme 

packaging when they are intended for sale to a consumer in Scotland
• Provide information about your products to SEPA as required
• Collect and manage scheme containers from retailers and other return 

points 
• Reimburse retailers for the deposit value on containers collected and pay 

an additional reasonable handling fee per container
• Meet annual collection targets for recycling.

Find out more about your legal obligations: https://www.sepa.org.uk/
regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/

How can I fulfil my new legal obligations?
You have two options:
1) You can pay a small fee per container to a scheme administrator 

who then carries out these obligations on your behalf. This is known 
as a producer fee. Scheme administrators need to be approved by 
the Scottish Government to operate and the only approved scheme 
administrator is Circularity Scotland Limited. You can register with them 
at: https://circularityscotland.com/producers

2) You can discharge these obligations yourself. This is likely a realistic 
option only if you sell into a limited number of premises (such as local 
pubs) and are visiting these premises regularly to deliver stock. This will 
require an operational plan to be submitted to SEPA.

If you discharge your obligations through a scheme administrator, you
must still charge the deposit when you sell products.

For small producers: Internal briefing

From August 2023, you will be responsible for the 
containers your products come in and you will have new 
legal obligations relating to their collection and recycling. 
These obligations will apply to all drinks producers 
placing products onto the Scottish market.

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/
https://circularityscotland.com/producers
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Producers will pay a fee on every item placed on the market.

This will cover the costs of collecting and recycling drinks containers and it will be 
paid to the scheme administrator.

Decisions are still to be made on the value of the producer fee. This will be set by 
Circularity Scotland Limited in consultation with producer members, and is likely 
to be proportionate to sales. 

What is a producer fee?

PRODUCER PAYS A FEE TO CIRCULARITY 
SCOTLAND LIMITED FOR EACH PRODUCT 

PLACED ON THE MARKET
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What should I do next?

So you are able to make decisions around important aspects such as labelling and 
day 1 operations when the scheme goes live, it is worth considering the following 
questions in advance of the producer fee being known:

Other considerations for you as a small producer
When considering what the deposit return scheme means for your business, it 
may also be helpful to think about:
• Number of products and lines
• Sales into Scotland
• Overheads
• Stock in circulation
• Costs and timeline associated with changing labelling

Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme will give small producers and microbreweries 
an important role in boosting the quantity and quality of recycling and tackling 
climate change. It will:
• Bring to Scotland a scheme proven to yield strong results for the recycling of 

drinks containers, in at least 45 countries and territories across the world
• Put producers in charge of delivering an efficient and effective scheme using 

transferable knowledge and skills
• Put you as producers at the forefront of delivering the greater sustainability on 

packaging that your customers want to see
• Anticipate broader packaging schemes which are being planned in Scotland, the 

UK and the EU, under Extended Producer Responsibility
• Provide a cost-effective way of discharging your responsibilities

What are my legal obligations under the deposit 
return scheme? 
Visit SEPA’s producer page for more information:
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-
scheme/producers/

Should I register with CSL? 
Go to: https://circularityscotland.com/producers

At what producer fee value would it make 
operational and financial sense to change things 
such as labelling?
Think of different scenarios ahead of time so, once the 
producer fee is known, you can make the decision quickly.

Benefits of the scheme for 
small producers

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/
https://circularityscotland.com/producers
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For small producers: Social Media Posts 

Twitter

Scotland’s #DepositReturn Scheme for bottles 
and cans will give drinks producers a vital role in 
Scotland’s response to the climate emergency. 

Find out more about the scheme launching in 
August 2023 on the dedicated information hub 
depositreturn.scot

Facebook

From August 2023 drinks producers in Scotland will 
be taking the responsibility for the collection and 
management of drinks containers for recycling as part 
of Scotland’s #DepositReturn Scheme. 

[Organisation name] will be part of this new process 
helping to improve recycling, reduce litter and tackle 
the climate emergency. Learn more about deposit 
return at depositreturn.scot 
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Please find below suggested wording for a newsletter update on Scotland’s 
Deposit Return Scheme.

Other resources 
Further information for producers can be found at:
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/
and https://circularityscotland.com/producers

For small producers: Newsletter copy 

Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme is coming

Deposit return is coming to Scotland in August 2023. It will 
play a key part in Scotland’s future recycling system. Under the 
scheme, people pay a 20p deposit whenever they buy a drink 
in a single-use container and get it back when returning the 
empty bottle or can for recycling. Deposit return will cover all 
drinks sold in PET plastic, metal and glass which are between 
50 millilitres and 3 litres in size (inclusive).  

As a producer-led scheme, drinks producers (both drinks brand 
owners and importers to the UK market, as well as those that 
fill and seal containers with a drink at the point of sale to a 
consumer eg crowler) will have a range of responsibilities under 
the regulations including making sure the bottles and cans 
their drinks come in are collected for recycling. Producers will 
likely pay a small fee for each container they put on the Scottish 
market which will go towards the cost of running the scheme 
and recovering and recycling drinks material. 

They will be required to charge a deposit on products sold in 
scheme containers and reimburse retailers for the deposit value 
of scheme containers collected as well as pay an additional 
handling fee per container. 

Circularity Scotland Limited were approved as the scheme 
administrator in March 2021 and can discharge these 
obligations for producers. You can find out more information 
and register with Circularity Scotland Limited here: https://
circularityscotland.com/

To find out more information on producer obligations, the role 

of the scheme administrator(s) and how the 20p deposit will flow 
through the system you can visit depositreturn.scot. 

SEPA will regulate the scheme and will begin registering drinks 
producers from 1 January 2023.

For a comprehensive list of FAQs and detailed sector specific 
information visit: https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/
deposit-return-scheme/faqs/.

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/producers/
https://circularityscotland.com/producers
https://depositreturnscheme.zerowastescotland.org.uk
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/faqs/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/faqs/
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For more information, including a comprehensive list of FAQs or to sign up to our 
regular stakeholder newsletter, please visit: depositreturn.scot.

Follow our social media channels for more information and shareable content:

 Twitter 

 LinkedIn 

 Facebook 

or search the hashtag #DepositReturn for the latest progress on the scheme.

Scotland’s Deposit Return Scheme will launch in August 2023. For consumer 
advice on what to do with empty bottles and cans before the scheme launches, visit 
our How To Waste Less website for more details.

You can find information about The Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland 
Regulations 2020 and guidance on what the obligations might mean for you and 
your business on SEPA’s website: www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-
return-scheme/

For more information about Circularity Scotland Limited - the scheme’s 
administrator - visit: https://circularityscotland.com/

More information

https://depositreturnscheme.zerowastescotland.org.uk/faqs
https://depositreturnscheme.zerowastescotland.org.uk
https://twitter.com/zerowastescot
https://www.linkedin.com/company/zero-waste-scotland
https://www.facebook.com/zerowastescotland
https://wasteless.zerowastescotland.org.uk
http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/deposit-return-scheme/
https://circularityscotland.com/

