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SINGLE-USE PLASTICS REGULATIONS
THE LAW IS CHANGING

The introduction of market restrictions on single-use 
plastics is another exciting step forward in tackling 
our throwaway culture and the shift towards a circular 
economy in Scotland. With the regulations for the single-
use plastics ban now published, some items will no 
longer be available from 1st June 2022. 

At this key milestone in our journey to a circular economy, 
we need your help to share this message so that we can 
inform as many businesses and organisations as possible 
that market restrictions are coming.  

Please find in this document some examples of ready-
made copy and images to promote and share the news - 
both as general awareness content and more specific 
content targeting businesses who may be affected by the 
new regulations, with the key message not to hoard 
stocks.

https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations


THE KEY INFORMATION

Why are we doing this? 
Around four fifths of Scotland’s carbon footprint comes 
from all the goods, materials and services which we 
produce, use and often throw out. The Scottish Government 
is committed to tackling this disposable culture and 
is leading the way towards a circular economy, where 
products are kept in use for as long as possible. There 
is a need for increased awareness around reusables as 
opposed to single-use items generally, however single-use 
plastics are the focus of the regulations for now because of 
the following:

• The marine plastics crisis: to stem the flow of the vast
amounts of plastic leaking into our ocean

• No other material is as widespread or has the same long-
lasting impacts

• In Scotland, nine out of the top ten items found on
Scottish beaches contain plastics
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WHAT’S IN THE MIX?

Seven different products
This includes single-use plastic cutlery, plates, straws, 
drink stirrers and balloon sticks, expanded polystyrene food 
containers and expanded polystyrene cups.   

Single-use plastics of all types, including biodegradable 
The proposals cover single-use plastic products of all 
types, including ones that are made of plant-based 
materials and that are biodegradable or compostable, as 
well as single-use items which contain a mix of plastic and 
other materials such as plastic-coated paper or plastic-
lined cartons.
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FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM - GENERAL AWARENESS POSTS

Post 1
The law on single-use plastics is 
changing. From 1 June 2022,  
disposable items such as plastic cutlery, 
plates and beverage strirrers will be 
banned in Scotland. 

Read more on the regulations here 

Post 2
Research from Zero Waste Scotland 
showed that 77% of us are concerned about 
the amount of single-use plastic items 
and packaging we use in Scotland. The 
introduction of new regulations on single-
use plastics is an opportunity to think 
differently, shifting from single-use items to 
reusables wherever possible.

www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
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TWITTER - GENERAL AWARENESS POSTS

Post 1
The law on #SingleUsePlastics is changing. 
Items such as plastic cutlery, plates and 
beverage stirrers will soon be banned in 
Scotland as part of our shift towards a 
#CircularEconomy.

Read more about the regulations 
here www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations   

Post 2
Research from @ZeroWasteScot says 
77% of Scots are concerned about the 
amount of single-use plastic items and 
packaging we use. From 1 June 2022, 
new laws on single-use plastics give us 
an opportunity to think differently, 
shifting from single-use to #reuse. 
Read more at 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
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LINKEDIN - GENERAL AWARENESS POSTS

Post 1
Regulations for market restrictions on 
single-use plastics have now been 
published by Scottish Government. From 1 
June 2022, items such as single-use 
plastic cutlery, plates and beverage 
stirrers will be banned in Scotland as part 
of our shift towards a more 
#CircularEconomy. Single-use plastic 
straws are also covered as part of the 
regulations but access will be protected for 
those who need them 

Find out more and check out our FAQs 
at www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations

Post 2 
If you’re a business which uses single-use 
plastic items such as cutlery, plates and 
beverage stirrers, then you need to take 
note that these items are soon to be banned 
as part of new legislation coming into force 
1 June 2022. More information on what this 
means for business is available from 
@ZeroWasteScot at www.
zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations   

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http:// www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http:// www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http:// www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations


COMMUNICATING WITH BUSINESSES

The following assets have been developed to allow you 
to communicate with businesses affected by the new 
regulations that the law is changing, with the overarching 
message “don’t hoard stocks” of items soon-to-be-banned. 

Short copy 
Please use and adapt this copy on your digital channels such 
as blogs, web content and email marketing. 

The law on single-use plastics is changing. A range 
of problematic single-use plastic items are soon to 
be banned in Scotland including plates, cutlery and 
polystyrene food containers. Businesss affected by the 
changes should take steps now to start planning for the 
restrictions by not stockpiling the items which will soon be 
banned and where possible opting for reusable alternatives 
instead.  

Those items to be banned are the most commonly found 
sources of marine litter in Europe.  

A critical exemption is applied to single-use plastic straws, to 
ensure those who need them for to eat or drink independently 
or medical purposes can still get access to them.

Certain businesses should keep a supply of single-use plastic 
straws available to fulfil this important exemption. 
The regulations have been laid before Scottish Parliament 
and will come into force 1 June 2022.
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FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM - DON'T HOARD STOCKS

Post 1 – Don’t hoard stocks
The law on single-use plastics is changing 
on 1 June 2022 with items such as these 
soon to be banned in Scotland as part of 
the #SingleUsePlasticsBan. If your 
business uses single-use plastic items like 
cutlery, polystyrene food containers and 
beverage stirrers then #DontHoardStocks
Read more: 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 

Post 2 – Don’t hoard stocks/straws 
exemption 
Get ready – the law is changing. The 
#SingleUsePlasticsBan is soon coming 
to Scotland which means disposable 
takeaway staples like plastic straws, 
cutlery and polystyrene food containers and 
cups will be banned from 1 June 2022. So 
#DontHoardStocks of these items and plan 
ahead for the ban. 

**Access to single-use plastic straws will 
be protected for those who need them, so 
make sure to keep some in stock**  
Read more: www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 

Post 3 – Get ready for the ban/straw 
exemption 
The #SingleUsePlasticsBan is coming 
soon, make sure your business is ready. 
Items such as plates, cutlery, drinks 
stirrers and polystyrene food containers will 
be banned in Scotland from 1 June 2022. 
Single-use plastic straws will also be 
restricted as part of the ban, but businesses 
can still make these available to those who 
need them to eat and drink independently 
or for medical purposes. Read more: 
www.zerowastescotland. org.uk/
singleuseregulations 
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TWITTER - DON'T HOARD STOCKS

Tweet 1 – Don’t hoard stocks 
#SingleUsePlasticsBan @ScotGov
regulations now available. Make sure your 
business is prepared. Please 
#DontHoardStocks of items soon-to-be-
banned such as cutlery, plates & 
polystyrene food containers.
Read more: www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 

Tweet 2 – Don’t hoard stocks/straw 
exemption
#SingleUsePlastic items like
straws, cutlery & polystyrene food 
containers are soon to be banned under 
@ScotGov #SingleUsePlasticsBan, with 
medical exemption for straws. Is your 
business ready? #DontHoardStocks
Read more: 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 

Tweet 3 – Don’t hoard stocks/
environmental message
To help the #ClimateCrisis,
from 1 June 2022, a
#SingleUsePlasticsBan for commonly 
littered items like polystyrene food 
containers & cups will come into force. 
#DontHoardStocks of items
soon-to-be-banned. Read more: 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 
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LINKEDIN - DON'T HOARD STOCKS

Post 1 – Don’t hoard stocks 
The law on single-use plastics will change 
on  1 June 2022 in Scotland. Items such as 
single-use plastic plates, cutlery and 
beverage stirrers are soon to be banned in 
Scotland as part of the 
#SingleUsePlasticsBan. If your business 
uses these items, then please take a look at 
the Scottish Government’s regulations and 
make sure your business is prepared for 
change. Most importantly, 
#DontHoardStocks of these items. 
Read more: 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
singleuseregulations 

Post 2 – Get ready for the ban/straw 
exemption 
Single-use plastic items commonly used in 
hospitality and events will be banned in 
Scotland from 1 June 2022 as part of new 
Scottish Government regulations. Items 
such as single-use plastic plates, cutlery, 
drinks stirrers and polystyrene food 
containers are included in the ban. 

Single-use plastic straws will also be 
restricted, but businesses should make 
these available for those who need them to 
eat or drink independently or for medical 
purposes. 

Make sure your business is ready for the 
ban. Read more: www.zerowastescotland. 
org.uk/singleuseregulations 
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CAMPAIGN ASSETS

Images and video are available for download at www.zerowastepartners.org.uk/singleuseregulations

News feed post for Facebook and Instagram

Twitter post

LinkedIn postStory post for Instagram or 
Facebook

20 second 
video suitable 
for Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter 
and LinkedIn
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Thank you for your support. 

More information, including FAQs, is available at 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations and you can download 
additional images at http://zerowastepartners.org.uk/singleuseregulations

@ZeroWasteScot #SingleUsePlasticsBan

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseregulations
http://zerowastepartners.org.uk/singleuseregulations



