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HOW WE DEAL WITH PACKAGING 
WASTE IS CHANGING #PackagingEPR

Extended producer responsibility (EPR) is an important initiative 
for ensuring that the producers of products pay for the full cost of 
dealing with packaging at the end of its life. This will help ensure 
increased packaging recyclability.  

Zero Waste Scotland is supporting the Scottish Government in its 
discussions with the UK Government, Welsh Government and DAERA 
in Northern Ireland to inform the development of a new EPR scheme 
for packaging. 

A new EPR scheme for packaging will offer many environmental 
benefits such as reducing material use, improving packaging 
recycling and helping in litter prevention - another important step 
towards a circular economy in Scotland.  

A second stage consultation for a new UK packaging extended 
producer responsibility scheme is live until 4 June 2021. This is an 
important opportunity for stakeholders to have their say and input to 
the proposed changes.  

Our partners are an important part of this consultation and we 
would appreciate your support using #PackagingEPR on your social 
media and email marketing channels. Please find within this toolkit 
examples of ready-made copy and images to promote and share 
updates on packaging EPR to encourage that your followers will 
engage with the process. 
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GENERAL COPY ON #PackagingEPR

Please find below 200 words of copy which can be easily pasted into 
your email and web communications. Feel free to tweak to your 
audience and tone of voice. 

Material consumption in Scotland is responsible for over two thirds 
(74%) of Scotland’s carbon footprint. More than 10 million tonnes 
of packaging waste is produced in the UK every year. Currently a 
significant amount of packaging waste ends up in landfill, two thirds 
of which could instead be recovered. This has to stop. Introducing a 
new UK packaging extended producer responsibility scheme is an 
important step in tackling this issue and moving towards a circular 
economy. 

The current EPR system for packaging only results in a small 
proportion of costs being recovered. This means local authorities 
bear most of the costs for collecting household waste and picking 
up littered packaging. Private businesses, such as retailers and 
hospitality premises, are currently responsible for the cost of waste 
collections through waste contractors. The new scheme would mean 
that producers pay for the full cost of dealing with packaging at the 
end of its life both from households and businesses. This will in turn 
incentivise better packaging design to minimise costs, which will 
help to improve the recyclability and reuse of packaging, resulting in 
less waste.  

A second stage consultation on these proposed changes is now live. 
Have your say at https://consult.defra.gov.uk/extended-producer-
responsibility/extended-producer-responsibility-for-packaging/

Benefits of
Packaging 

EPR

MORE RECYCLABLE 
PACKAGING

QUANTITY AND 
QUALITY OF RECYCLING 

INCREASES
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REDUCES
MATERIAL

USE
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FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM
Facebook and Instagram posts are designed to raise awareness of the consultation generally, why it is required and to drive engagement.

Post 1
B2B awareness/what is EPR? 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for 
packaging is a way of ensuring that producers 
pay the full cost of dealing with packaging at the 
end of its life. 

A consultation on a new scheme for UK 
packaging producers to improve recyclability 
and reduce packaging waste is now live. 
Read more www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
packaging-epr 

Post 2
General public awareness 

How annoying is packaging that you can’t 
recycle!?

A second stage consultation on a new 
packaging extended producer responsibility 
scheme is now underway. This will help make 
packaging more recyclable and make it easier 
for consumers to recycle with clearer labelling 
requirements. 

Find out more and check out our FAQs www.
zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr

Post 3
Engagement 

More than 10 million tonnes of packaging waste 
is produced every year in the UK. We need 
to cut this waste and improve recyclability of 
packaging. 

A second stage consultation on a new UK 
packaging extended producer responsibility 
scheme is now underway. This is an important 
opportunity to have your say on the proposed 
changes. 

http://zws.scot/packaging-epr
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TWITTER
All tweets have been written to encourage engagement with the consultation via retweeting or clicking through to have your 
say/find out more. 

Tweet 1

#PackagingEPR means producers pay full 
cost of dealing with packaging at end-of-life. 
Consultation on new scheme now live. 

Have your say  www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
packaging-epr 

Tweet 2

A 2nd stage consultation on a new 
#PackagingEPR scheme is now underway.  
This will help cut packaging waste and make 
it easier for consumers to recycle with clearer 
labelling requirements. 

Find out more:  www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
packaging-epr

Tweet 3
 
More than 10 million tonnes of packaging waste 
is produced every year in the UK. We need 
to cut this waste and improve recyclability of 
packaging. 

Have your say in the #PackagingEPR 
consultation currently live at: http://zws.scot/
packaging-epr

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr
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http://zws.scot/packaging-epr
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LINKEDIN
LinkedIn posts are designed to raise awareness of the consultation generally, educate followers to why it is required and to encourage them 
to seek further information/complete the consultation.

Post 1
B2B awareness/what is EPR? 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for 
packaging is a way of ensuring that producers 
pay the full cost of dealing with packaging at the 
end of its life. 

A consultation on a new scheme for UK 
packaging producers to improve recyclability 
and reduce packaging waste is now live. 
Read more www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
packaging-epr 

Post 2
General awareness 

A second stage consultation on a new UK 
packaging extended producer responsibility 
scheme is now underway. The aim of the new 
scheme is to ensure that producers pay the full 
cost of dealing with packaging at the end of its 
life. 

This will help incentivise reuse, make packaging 
more recyclable, reduce litter and make it 
easier for consumers to recycle with clearer 
labelling requirements. 

Find out more and check out our FAQs www.
zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr

Post 3
Engagement 

More than 10 million tonnes of packaging waste 
is produced every year in the UK. We need 
to cut this waste and improve recyclability of 
packaging. 

A second stage consultation on a new UK 
packaging extended producer responsibility 
scheme is now underway. This is an important 
opportunity to have your say on the proposed 
changes. 

http://zws.scot/packaging-epr
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CAMPAIGN ASSETS
Images are available for download at zerowastepartners.org.uk/packaging-epr 

http://zerowastepartners.org.uk/packaging-epr
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Thank you for your support in sharing updates 
on packaging EPR with your networks.   

Any questions?  
Check out our FAQs at www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/packaging-epr-faqs

If you have a specific question which is not listed above, the Zero Waste Scotland team would 
be delighted to hear from you. 

For all technical or policy enquiries, please contact us at EPR@zerowastescotland.org.uk

For all media enquiries, please contact us at PR@zerowastescotland.org.uk

For all social queries, please contact digital@zerowastescotland.org.uk

zerowastescotland.org.uk/packaging-epr

@ZeroWasteScot
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