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THE KEY INFORMATION
What’s #MySayOnSingleUse all about?
It’s the hashtag we’re using for the Scottish Government
public consultation on restricting the availability of
certain single-use plastic items, live between 12 October
and 4 January 2021. As part of a wider package of
measures aimed at tackling our throwaway society, the
Scottish Government has launched a twelve-week public
consultation on the introduction of market restrictions
on certain single-use plastic items. Scotland has already
taken such action with the existing ban on plastic stemmed
cotton buds and microbeads.
Why are we doing this?
Around four fifths of Scotland’s carbon footprint comes
from all the goods, materials and services which we
produce, use and often throw out. The Scottish Government
is committed to tackling this disposable culture and
is leading the way towards a circular economy, where
products are kept in use for as long as possible. There
is a need for increased awareness around reusables as
opposed to single-use items generally, however single-use
plastics are the focus of the consultation for now because
of the following:
• The marine plastics crisis: to stem the flow of the vast
amounts of plastic leaking into our ocean
• No other material is as widespread or has the same longlasting impacts

• In Scotland, nine out of the top ten items found on
Scottish beaches contain plastics
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WHAT’S IN THE MIX?
The products included in this consultation are those which
are most commonly found as marine litter in Europe.
Eight different products/materials
This includes single-use plastic cutlery, plates, straws,
drink stirrers and balloon sticks, expanded polystyrene food
containers and expanded polystyrene cups, as well as all
products made of oxo-degradable plastic. Oxo-degradable
plastics have an additional ingredient that speeds up the
break down into smaller pieces of plastic and causes
microplastic particles.
Single-use plastics of all types, including biodegradable
The proposals cover single-use plastic products of all
types, including ones that are made of plant-based
materials and that are biodegradable or compostable, as
well as single-use items which contain plastic but also
other materials such as plastic-coated paper or plasticlined cartons.
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WHAT WE WANT TO GET OUT OF THIS CONSULTATION
Your voice matters.
We want to use the #MySayOnSingleUse consultation
as another step in the journey towards changing our
throwaway culture, ditching disposables and encouraging
the uptake of reusable alternatives.

This consultation is the latest step in addressing singleuse plastics with further action already planned including
extended producer responsibility and separate collection
requirements.

Positive engagement with this public consultation from
key stakeholders and people in general will support the
introduction of legislation to restrict access to these singleuse plastic items. Whilst the proposed measures in the
consultation require that items are heavily restricted, it
does afford exemptions where items such as plastic
straws are essential for medical use and to support
independent living. A key part of the consultation is asking
how to ensure access to plastic straws for these reasons,
whilst at the same time restricting wider access for
environmental purposes.

WE WANT YOU TO GET INVOLVED

Zero Waste Scotland would like to see an increase in
awareness and dialogue around single-use items in
general. The largest environmental benefits
and carbon savings will be achieved if we shift towards
reusable materials as much as possible, rather than
simply replacing one single use material for another.

Our stakeholders are an important part of this
consultation and we would appreciate your support for
#MySayOnSingleUse on your social media and email
marketing channels. Please find below some examples
of ready-made copy and images to promote and
share the consultation, in the hope that your
followers will participate.
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CAMPAIGN ASSETS AND COPY - FACEBOOK

Lead post
Four fifths of Scotland’s carbon footprint
comes from all the goods we produce,
use and often throw out. We’re supporting
the @ScotGov public consultation
#MySayOnSingleUse which seeks to ban
single-use plastic items such as plates,
cutlery and drinks stirrers.
Have your say at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation

Fact post
9 out of the top 10 items littered on
Scottish beaches contain plastic and
have a devastating impact on our
marine environment. We’re supporting
the @ScotGov public consultation
#MySayOnSingleUse in favour of banning
certain single-use plastic items like
expanded polystyrene takeaway containers
and cutlery. It’s really important to have
your say at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation

Lasts for seconds post
Not all plastics are bad. It’s our single-use
approach to many plastic items that’s the
problem: they take seconds to use and
centuries to degrade, contributing to our
climate crisis. We’re backing the @ScotGov
public consultation on the single-use
plastics ban on items like plastic straws,
plates and cutlery. Please have your say too
at http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation
#MySayOnSingleUse
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SOCIAL MEDIA ASSETS AND COPY - TWITTER

Lead post
80% of our #CarbonFootprint comes from
goods we produce, use and often throw
out. We support @ScotGov consultation
#MySayOnSingleUse to ban single-use
plastics like straws & cutlery – share your
views at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation

Fact post
We’re supporting the #MySayOnSingleUse
consultation by @ScotGov. Items containing
plastic account for 9 of the top 10 items
littered on Scottish beaches & have
a devastating impact on our marine
environment. Our voices count, have your
say at http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation

Lasts for seconds post
Not all plastics are bad, but single-use
plastics are damaging our planet. We’re
backing the @ScotGov consultation on
banning single-use plastics including
straws, plates and cutlery. Please have your
say too at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation
#MySayOnSingleUse
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SOCIAL MEDIA ASSETS AND COPY - LINKEDIN

Lead post
Four fifths of Scotland’s carbon footprint
comes from all the goods we produce, use
and often throw out.

Fact post
Did you know that items containing plastics
account for 9 out of the top 10 items littered
on Scottish beaches?

We welcome the launch of the Scottish
Government 12-week public consultation
which seeks views on banning singleuse plastic items including expanded
polystyrene takeaway containers, cups
and cutlery. The market restrictions also
apply to all types of plastic including
biodegradable and compostable. We’re
delighted to support this consultation which
represents another step towards a circular
economy and encourage everyone to share
their views at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation

Thanks to mass media coverage and Blue
Planet II, we’ve all seen the devastating
impact this is having on our marine
environment.

#MySayOnSingleUse

That’s why we are supporting the @ScotGov
public consultation #MySayOnSingleUse in
favour of banning certain single-use plastic
items like cutlery, straws and expanded
polystyrene takeaway containers.
Together, we can really make a difference
and help tackle climate change by having
our say on the next steps at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation

Lasts for seconds post
Not all plastics are bad.
It’s our single-use, disposable approach
to many plastic items that’s the problem.
They take seconds to use and centuries to
degrade, contributing to our climate crisis
and devastating marine environments.
We’re backing the @ScotGov public
consultation on the single-use plastics ban
on items like plastic straws, plates and
cutlery.
Please have your say too at
http://zws.scot/singleuseconsultation
#MySayOnSingleUse
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CAMPAIGN ASSETS
Images are available for download at zerowastepartners.org.uk/singleuseconsultation

Twitter post

News feed post for Facebook and Instagram

LinkedIn post

Story post for Instagram
or Facebook
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VIDEOS

2 minute 20 second video, suitable for Facebook and Twitter news feed posts.

Three 20 second videos, suitable for news feed posts on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter.
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GENERIC EMAIL COPY
Please find below 150 words of copy which can be easily
pasted into your email communications. Feel free to
tweak to your audience and tone of voice.

“Around four fifths of Scotland’s carbon footprint comes
from all the goods, materials and services which we
produce, use and often throw out.
The Scottish Government is committed to tackling
this disposable culture and is leading the way towards
a circular economy, where products are kept in use
for as long as possible. As part of a wider package of
measures aimed at tackling our throwaway society, they
have launched a twelve week public consultation on the
introduction of market restrictions on certain single-use
plastic items, such as plates and cutlery, which would see
them effectively banned.
Scotland has already taken such action with the
existing ban on plastic stemmed cotton buds and
microbeads, but it’s time to go further. We welcome this
announcement and would encourage you to participate in
the consultation by sharing your views at http://zws.scot/
singleuseconsultation”

Thank you for your support.
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Please always try to use the main hashtag across all content
#MySayOnSingleUse and please tag @ZeroWasteScotland on Facebook,
Twitter and LinkedIn, noting that we don’t have an Instagram account for
Zero Waste Scotland.
Any questions?
The Zero Waste Scotland team would be delighted to hear from you. For all media
enquiries please contact Jamie MacDonald at PR@zerowastescotland.org.uk
For all social queries, please contact digitalteam@zerowastescotland.org.uk

zerowastescotland.org.uk/singleuseconsultation

